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Meet Lebo 
Lebo is 30 years old and works as a chartered accountant at The 

Rose Bank in Feather Town. She is the picture of success. She has 

just paid off her first car, recently acquired keys to her very own flat 

and is soon to be married to her equally successful fiancée, Owen.

Every Sunday Lebo returns home to her humble 

beginnings. She was raised by her single mom and 

her grandfather, umkhulu Africa. Lebo and her 

grandfather shared a very nurturing relationship. He 

knew how to make her laugh and she was constantly 

amazed by his generosity and kind nature. He was 

well-known within their community, as he always 

shared what he had with those in need. In fact, he 

took in many children who weren’t as fortunate as 

she, and raised them as his own. They became 

Lebo’s brothers and sisters.



One Sunday, Lebo noticed her excitement to see her grandfather had been 

replaced with worry. The last few Sundays, umkhulu Africa had not been 

himself. He seemed to have grown tired and weary. 

Gently, she approached him and asked what was wrong. umkhulu Africa 

began to weep. Lebo had never seen him cry. Amidst sobs, he cried, “The 

children! The children! There are so many children!” 

When he quietened, Lebo asked, “What about the children?”  

 

Umkhulu Africa explained that there were so many children that needed 

help. The number had grown beyond what he was able to give. His heart’s 

cry was to feed them, shelter them, nurture them, but he had been depleted. 

Lebo wept with her grandfather.

Diepsloot - 85 children  |  Hillbrow - 66 children



Fuelled by a desire to uplift her grandfather and help the children he so deeply cared for, 

Lebo shared her story with her friends Rosa and Dumisani. Lebo explained that she had 

some savings she could give, but she knew that giving money wouldn’t be sufficient. 

After listening to her, Dumisani asked Lebo about how she got to where she was? 

After all, she had once been one of the children her grandfather poured into. Lebo 

responded with the word “belief”. 

“My grandfather believed in me, he was my biggest fan,” she explained. 

“He would play with me and dream with me, and I never questioned my ability to 

get to where I am now.” 

“Right!” exclaimed Dumisani, “And he taught you how to use what was in your 

hands. Your family didn’t have access to much, but what you did have, you made 

the most of.” 

“Of course!” Lebo excitedly agreed. And so the three of them spoke late into the night, 

coming up with a plan to inspire umkhulu Africa’s children in the same way that he had 

inspired her.



A few weeks later, Lebo and her friends invited all of umkhulu Africa’s children 

to a party. They didn’t know what they were celebrating, but a distraction from 

their daily struggles was welcomed. They sang and danced, played games and 

told stories around the fire. 

When it came to Dumisani’s turn to tell a story, he shared about how a 

friend, despite her circumstances, gradually managed to take steps towards 

her dream by believing in herself and making the most of what she already 

had. They all cheered when he shared about how she was about to marry to 

her dream man. 

Holiday Clubs in Dieplsoot & Hillbrow during school holidays

Holiday Clubs

Meals for the children

54 000 hot meals served in 2018

22 500 sandwiches served in 2018



As the cheer began to quiet, Dumisani encouraged everyone. 

“This could be you! We believe you all have the ability to move forward, to 

work yourselves out of the difficult situations you are in, to change your 

struggles into stories of redemption.”

It was silent, for they did not believe it was true. Dumisani continued,

“Each and every one of you is different, but each and every one of you has what 

it takes to move forward and to start dreaming.” 

With this, a busy and excited chatter started among umkhulu Africa’s 

children as they began to dream about what their future could look like if 

they harnessed the resources that they have. 

What I want to be when I grow up

Who am I?

Sensational Senses

Staying healthy

Body image

Family

Transport 

Insects

Some major themes covered during the year:



The next week, Lebo returned to work, but Dumisani and Rosa started going from 

house to house in the community. They would have fun with the families, talk with 

them about their situations, ask them about their dreams and help them create a 

map of steps they could take towards reaching their goals. After this, they regularly 

visited each family to connect with them and to find out where they were along 

their journeys.

Today, three years later, each family has not only taken steps, but leaps towards 

reaching their dreams! With each step forward, they are more encouraged to take 

the next. They have learned to have fun again and this allows them to dream and 

think of clever ways to move forward.  

C.A.R.E Course on Early Childhood Development for our 

Site Heads and Practitioners

From Diepsloot: 32 children    |    From Hillbrow: 22 children

Philile graduates and additional courses for 2018



Umkhulu Africa no longer weeps over his children. He has been released from 

pouring out of an empty well. In fact, it seems that his well has started to  

replenish itself again. 

Lebo is happily married, promoted at work and is expecting her first child. She 

still goes home every Sunday and beams with joy when she sees umkhulu Africa 

shining over his children with love and pride.

Aircure
Polyoak
MySchool
C Langsford
Colab Foundation
Design Ink Studio 

Godfirst Braam
G1 Fourways 
GodFirst Church
GodFirst City Church
GodFirst East Rand
GodFirst Midrand

M Grobbelaar
Chase Software
Team Philile cyclists
Supply Chain Partnership 
Flight Centre Foundation 
The Seed Trust 

Income and donors for the Philile Foundation

Total income for 2018 = R2,233,238.00

A special thank you to our faithful donors:



From the outgoing chairman– Mr Jac Adamo

Coming into 2018, we were poised to keep ploughing away at setting 

up an exciting new strategy that would take the Philile Foundation 

into a new era of impact in the lives of many more people involved in 

Early Childhood Development.

 

As the economy in SA continued to struggle, we felt the effect that 

it’s had on the donor-funded space within which we are squarely 

positioned, experiencing a gradual decrease in financial support over 

the course of the year. Fortunately, due to very diligent work done in 

years past, Philile has reserve funds that needed to be drawn on to 

make the ends meet and ensure that all costs were covered. I wish 

to thank every individual, business, organisation and church that has 

remained faithful with financial support during 2018 and into 2019.

 

I wish to commend our CEO, Jenn Coles, our Finance Manager, Hayley 

Stokoe, and all the faithful teaching and support staff on the ground, 

who’ve continued to work tirelessly at ensuring that the children at 

both pre-schools receive the best standard of education, striving to 

set them up for the most advantageous start to their primary school 

careers. All of you are our most precious investment and you keep 

adding much value to the lives of our dear children. Thank you for 

your faithful service.

 

2018 also meant that my tenure as chairperson of the Board of 

Directors came to an end. Due to personal capacity challenges and 

the taking on of one or two new ventures, I tendered my resignation 

and handed over the chair to the very capable bright and energetic 

Mr Themba Dlamini. His job now is to lead the Board into the new era 

and I wish him and the new Board all of God richest blessings, wisdom 

and guidance into the future. Thank you to Clem, Mesuli, Kate, 

Dennise and Themba for your service during 2018.

 

Although I will no longer be as hands-on as I’ve been over the past 10 

years, Philile will always have a special place in my heart. You are all in 

my prayers. Here’s to a great future!

 

Yours faithfully, 

Jac



From the desk of the CEO - Jenn Coles

2018 was another year of 120 bright, happy faces playing, learning, 

laughing, growing! At the Philile Foundation we believe that a 

happy pre-school learning environment engenders a love for life-

long learning and provides a solid foundation on which to build an 

academic path.

“A child’s mind is not a container to be filled but rather  

a fire to be stoked.” - Dorothea Brande

We are overwhelmed with gratitude for the individuals and 

organisations who are helping children break the cycle of poverty 

through education and skills development. They are giving children 

an opportunity to dream of a better life and to move from merely 

surviving to adding significant value to the world around them.

In South Africa, 30.4 million people live below the poverty line. The 

2030 Agenda acknowledges that eradicating poverty, across all of its 

dimensions, is essential to sustainable development. At Philile, we 

believe that creating educational opportunities for children will assist 

them in being able to change their own cycle of poverty.

Studies have shown that the higher a person’s qualification, the more 

likely they are to be employed and absorbed in the formal labour 

force, and therefore, are less susceptible to falling into poverty. Direct 

effects of educational programmes for children, include a more 

productive society, improved socio-economic circumstances and 

social cohesion, all of which counter the cycle of poverty.

On behalf of all the staff, we extend a heartfelt thank you to Jac 

Adamo for all his years of service on the Philile Board of Directors. 

During the years that Jac served, he exemplified servant leadership 

and commitment to The Philile Foundation. Jac, thank you for your 

constant support, your unwavering commitment and willingness to 

serve in any capacity. We are grateful to you!

We look forward to continued partnership with you in helping 

children move from a hopeless future stuck in poverty to happy, 

confident children ready to assume their role in the next era!

Jenn Coles
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